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conjecture ; and it is this which renders it possible to deal with our subject here to-day.
II
IN the study of the present relations of England and Germany is it, then, possible out of the past to discover the operation of such forces or causes as will enable us to conjecture the future r61es of these two nations ?
First of all, it is evident that the region in which one must seek them is the region in which England's needs come most sharply into conflict with Germany's Jdesires. And here a law, obvious, universal and inevitable in its application, discloses itself. It concerns the struggle for power. Amongst free independent nations weakness means war; and the empire which is not prepared to defend itself by forces proportionate to the magnitude of that empire must fall.
The period at which an empire becomes stationary can never be more than approximately determined. Thus in the history of Rome it may be assigned to the sixty years between the accession of Hadrian and the death of Marcus Aurelius ; and in that of Venice to the fifty years between the dogeship of Antonio. Grimani and that of Luigi Mocenigo. But in each case that period also announces the beginning of the decline; for here again nations are subject to the